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GET READY FOR THE CRAB FEED - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 FROM 5:30 - 10:00 PM

Okay, we survived 
the economic 
doldrums of 2009. 
What a year! That 
is one year I do not 
want to repeat. 
But, as I said in 
the last Contact, 
I want to focus 
on all the positive 

things that have happened at the Aerospace 
Museum of California during 2009.

First and foremost, we are still operating the 
Museum and we have continued to add new 
exhibits. The PT-19 aircraft restoration is complete 
and we added the Rutan ÒQuickieÓ to our aircraft 
displayed from the ceiling. Our extensive engine 
collection is growing dramatically with several new 
additions which are discussed in Dan WhitneyÕs 
article in this Contact.  I think it is fair to say that 
we have one of the best collections of aircraft 
engines of any museum in the West and maybe 
in the country. Second, our project to open a Mars 
Mission exhibit is on track and will be dedicated 
in early 2010, as well as Over CaliforniaÕs Capital 
Ð History of Flight in Sacramento exhibit.

Next, our 4th Annual Bar BQ on the Ramp fund 
raiser in September was a huge success. If you 
werenÕt able to attend, you missed a real treat. 
Our next big event is the annual Crab Feed on 
February 20, 2010. Ticket info is on the web site 
or they can be purchased from the Gift Shop.

Finally, I again want to recognize our volunteers. 
We lost John Harshbarger and Bill Raney. They 
completed their missions, made their fini flight, 
and closed out their log books. We miss them. 
Our volunteers come out day after day and help 
do everything from restoration to operating the 
Motion-ride simulator, to building exhibits, to 
leading tours in the Air Park, to teaching in the 
Aerospace Learning Center, to staffing the gift 
shop. We could not stay open without them. 
Please congratulate our 2009 Volunteers of the 

continued on next page

Our Volunteers Soar!

Over 200 volunteers and guests 
attended our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, 
January 16.  This annual dinner 
is hosted by the Museum Board 
and Staff and is the one time that 
volunteers do not have to work!
 
Our Museum volunteers logged in 37,977 hours last year doing everything from restoring aircraft and engines 
to supporting education programs.  Our volunteers work in every facet of the Museum doing research and 
maintaining collections to guest services in the gift shop, pavilion, airpark and at special events.  Dick 
Updegraff, Linda Payne, Bill Drotar, Ray Meyer, Jr, and Duane Ferguson were the top five in total volunteer 
hours with total of 6,792 hours.
 
Volunteers honor their own by voting for the Outstanding Volunteer in five categories.  The winners for 2009 
are:  Pavilion, Bob Otway, Airpark, Dan McCord, Hangar/Restoration, Bill Drotar, Gift Shop, Dee Denny, and 
Collections, Bob Smith.  Every volunteer receives a certificate thanking them for their service a showing their 
2009 volunteer hours and their total service hours to the Museum.

Volunteers enjoy a superb 
Italian meal catered by 
HannibalÕs. A good time 

was had by all.

Board President Jim Hopp 
with some of our volunteers 
who have many years of 
service with the Museum. 
Left to right: Bill Drotar, 
Dwight Davis, Ernie Hehe, 
Dick Updegraff, Jim Hopp,  
Duane Ferguson, and  
John McFadden.



Year. They were selected by their peers. YouÕll see 
their names in this Contact.

We are still struggling financially, and we could 
use your help. But, I am encouraged about our 
ability to stay aloft as the economy begins its slow 
turn around. Thanks for your continued support 
and encouragement.

James W. Hopp
Major General, USAF (retired)
President

In Memory of the 
United States Coast Guard 

Air Station Sacramento 
C-130 Crew CG-1705

October 29, 2009

 Lt. Commander Che J. Barnes 
Aircraft Commander 

Lt. Adam W. Bryant 
Co-Pilot 

Chief Petty Officer 
 John F. Seidman 
Flight Engineer 

Petty Officer 2nd Class  
Carl P. Grigonis 

Navigator 

Petty Officer 2nd Class  
Monica L. Beacham 

Radio Operator 

Petty Officer 2nd Class  
Jason S. Moletzsky 

Air Crew 

Petty Officer 3rd Class  
Danny R. Kreder 

Drop Master

Donations  
can be made to:

coastguardfoundation.org

New Engine 
News!

by Dan Whitney, Curatorial Committee

New Bristol ÒCentarusÓ Sleeve-Valve 
engine cutaway. You have to see this  

to appreciate the design of the engine  
and workmanship of the cutaway.

�³

With the museum attracting more visitors, and become better known within the aviation community, 
we are also attracting new airplanes and engines as exhibits and into the collection.  We do this with 
careful consideration of our limited resources, particularly display and restoration space, and most 
certainly, their relevance to the mission of the Aerospace Museum of California.  During the past two 
years we have been fortunate to add several technologically and historically important engines and exhibits. 

Although our early Aero engine display is one of the most comprehensive anywhere, we do have a 
couple of Òwants/needsÓ.  One very significant recent addition is the Curtiss OX-5, water-cooled V-8.  
This engine powered the first generation of the flying public, in the 1920s.  The museumÕs example is 
a part of the James Brown collection and had been in the care of Sacramento County.  Both parties 
felt it could be better appreciated at the AMC, so it was transferred and has now been restored and 
brought up to display standard by the late John Harshbarger and his team of engine specialists. 

Our display as been deficient in the category of large air-cooled engines; those used by many of the 
aircraft operated and overhauled at McClellan.  This has recently changed dramatically, first by the 
addition of a beautiful cutaway of the Pratt & Whitney R-4360, ÒWasp MajorÓ 28-cylinder ÒCorn-
CobÓ.  These engines were used on the B-36, B-50, early C-119s and C-124 aircraft.  Brian Peaden, 
did the cutaway, and then donated it to the museum.  He then went to work on a very unique Bristol 
Siddeley Centaurus 18-cylinder Sleeve-Valve cutaway, which he has now placed into the collection.  
This engine is the epitome of British air-cooled sleeve-valve engine design and thousands of the 
type were used beginning in the 1930s, with some still operating commercially into the 1960s. 

We recently took delivery of another significant air-cooled radial, the Pratt & Whitney R-2800.  This 
18-cylinder engine powered US Navy and Army fighters in WWII, as well as bombers and many military and 
commercial transports from the 1940s to 1970s.  Our example is another cutaway, giving the visitor a unique 
opportunity to compare the internal workings of three very different engines that were all in the 2000 to 3000 
horsepower range.  This engine is currently undergoing cleaning and preparation for exhibit by AMC volunteers. 

The jets are not being overlooked!  We have recently taken delivery three jet engines, which are in the process of 
being brought up to display standard.  The earliest of these are two Curtiss-Wright J65s from the early 1950s.  
Wright adapted the British Armstrong Siddeley Sapphire axial flow jet engine for US use, producing over 7,000 
pounds thrust. This engine powered both Air Force and Navy aircraft, including the museumÕs F-84F and A-4 
Skyhawk.  Demand for the engine was such that both Wright and Buick produced it.  We have an example from 
each manufacturer.  We have also received a Pratt & Whitney J52-P8B, which powered the Navy A-6 Intruder.  
This is a technologically significant engine in that its core is a scaled down version of the J57, and was 
subsequently developed as their very efficient JT8D ÒTurboFanÓ.  In this form it powered an entire generation 
of commercial transports, including the Boeing 727 and 737s, as well as the Douglas DC-9 and MD-80. 

And ÒWantsÓ?  The water-cooled Liberty V-12 of WWI is at the top of our list!  This engine 
introduced technology that was the standard for the era, until the 1930s.  We also would like a small 
turboprop and a modern general aviation air-cooled, fuel injected, four-cylinder piston engine. 
 
Our mission is to educate our visitors about Aerospace; aerospace propulsion is the enabling force that 
makes it all possible.  We are very proud of our collection and are always working on ways to better display 
and use it to interest and excite kids on their path toward understanding technology.



 

BECOME A MEMBER
www.aerospaceca.org

Thank you to our
table sponsors  

for the 4th Annual
BBQ on the Ramp

GOLD SPONSORS
McClellan Park

SAFE Credit Union
Drexel University

SILVER SPONSORS
Aerojet 

Beringer & Souverain Wines
BoardEvals, LLC 

Corgan Associates, Inc.
Digital Insight, An Intuit Company
HarvÕs Carwash/Nor-Cal Beverages 

Jim & Mary Hopp 
Ed Koenig 

Lester Consulting Group 
L.M. Financial 

Bill & Allison Mauser/Mauser Aviation (2)
McClellan Park (7)

North Sacramento Land Company 
Parallax, Inc 
Ron Richey 

The Richey Company 
Sacramento County Airport System 

Setzer Foundation 
Teichert Construction 
Trainor-Fairbrook 

Walker Development 
Wells Fargo (2) 

Worldwide Support, Inc. (2) 
Van der Vijver Estate Winery

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
FosterÕs Wine Estates Americas,

Sierra Nevada Brewery,
Air Force ROTC Det. 088 at CSUS,
and all of our Museum supporters 

who donated auction and raffle gifts.

AND THE BBQ COMMITTEE
Larry Kelley & Henry Wirz, Co-Chairs,

Marilyn Eby, Jane Einhorn, Shirley Farinha,
Mary Fischer, Vivian Gaddie, Rosemary 
Greer, Paul Hersek, Jim & Mary Hopp, 
Ron Richey, Jim & Suzanne Schraith,

Brian Swyers, Roxanne Yonn

AMC Happenings

Get Ready for the CRAB FEED !

February 20, 2010 at 5:30 pm

General Chuck Yeager 
speaks to an FAA safety 
class held at the Museum 
in November 2009 with 
Victoria Yeager (left)

Live & silent 
auctions  
& raffle

Colonel Bud Anderson, 
(USAF ret) recently spoke 

to the students of the 
California Aerospace 
Academy about his 
experiences flying  

during World War II  
and as a test pilot

A new addition, the Rutan 
ÒQuickieÓ joins our aircraft 
displayed from the ceiling

ALL YOU CAN EAT !
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Vivian Gaddie
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�1�R�Q���3�U�R�À�W
�8�����6�����3�R�V�W�D�J�H���3�D�L�G
�3�H�U�P�L�W���1�R������������
�6�D�F�U�D�P�H�Q�W�R���&�$www.aerospaceca.org

Printing and mailing services provided by Metro Print and Mail Solutions (916) 928-0801  www.metroprintandmail.com

�8�3�&�2�0�,�1�*���(�9�(�1�7�6���<�2�8�·�/�/���:�$�1�7���7�2���$�7�7�(�1�'
�‡���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������S�P������CRAB FEED�������6�H�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���I�R�U���W�L�F�N�H�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q
�‡���1�H�Z���(�[�K�L�E�L�W�V����Over CaliforniaÕs Capital, The History of Flight in Sacramento �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\����
 Mission to Mars���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K
�‡���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����0�D�\������������Armed Forces Day�������6�S�H�F�L�D�O���(�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���2�S�H�Q���&�R�F�N�S�L�W

DID YOU KNOW...?

If you would like to receive updates on events, please send your e-mail address to:  assistant@aerospaceca.org

Summer Camp at the Museum
Introduces Students to Aviation
How does a pilot know where to fly? How 
does an airplane fly? Can an airplane be 
too heavy to fly? Who are the pioneers 
and heros of aviation? The answers  
to these and many other questions await 
students at the Aerospace Museum  
of CaliforniaÕs four-day Aersopace 
Summer Camps. 

Students ages 13-17 will have the 
opportunity to fly without leaving the 
classroom at the controls of flight 
simulators, and each participant will get 
to take a short flight with a registered  
pilot. Field trips will include the United 

For more information:
916.564.3437 or

education@aerospaceca.org

States Coast Guard Station and the 
Sacramento Metro Fire Department, 
McClellan Field Division.

The dates for this yearÕs sessions are 
June 14-17, July 12-15 and August 
9-12. Camp starts at 9:30 am each day 
and ends at 3 pm. Space is limited to 
10 students per session, so be sure to 
register early. Registration cut-offs are 
one week prior to each session. Cost  
is $150.

DonÕt miss this opportunity to let your 
child soar this summer!


